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RANGERSRANGERS

ARE YOUTH LEARNING HOW TO PROTECT ARE YOUTH LEARNING HOW TO PROTECT 
AND PRESERVE OUR ENVIRONMENTAND PRESERVE OUR ENVIRONMENT



You may ask why would the You may ask why would the 
youth be concerned about the youth be concerned about the 

environment? environment? 

We would ask you,  why is We would ask you,  why is 
your home important?your home important?



Many would say:Many would say:

Our home is important because:Our home is important because:
it provides us with shelter, security, and a it provides us with shelter, security, and a 
place to store our food and our daily place to store our food and our daily 
necessities needed to survive.necessities needed to survive.
it becomes our sanctuary, because it it becomes our sanctuary, because it 
protects us from the elements.protects us from the elements.



Most importantlyMost importantly



The Environment is our The Environment is our 
HeritageHeritage

Our generation is keenly aware of Our generation is keenly aware of 
and has been affected by current and has been affected by current 

environmental problems. environmental problems. 

andand



GOD GAVE US DOMINION OVERGOD GAVE US DOMINION OVER
THE EARTH AND ITS THE EARTH AND ITS 

CREATURESCREATURES

ITIT’’S OUR JOB TOS OUR JOB TO
PROTECT & PRESEVE THEMPROTECT & PRESEVE THEM

GENESIS1:1GENESIS1:1--3131



We have taken the stand to get involved We have taken the stand to get involved 
in the protection of our sensitive in the protection of our sensitive 

ecosystemsecosystems..

We are We are 





Coral Reefs are one of our most Coral Reefs are one of our most 
important and sensitive ecosystems important and sensitive ecosystems 

in the Virgin Islands.in the Virgin Islands.



We are taking several actions to protect We are taking several actions to protect 
and make a difference in the health of and make a difference in the health of 

coral reefs.coral reefs.



First we educate our selves about First we educate our selves about 
the coral reef, and what effects it. the coral reef, and what effects it. 

Environmentalist & Conversationalists  from the Environmentalist & Conversationalists  from the 
EPA , CZM, Energy, Fish & Wildlife and UVI have EPA , CZM, Energy, Fish & Wildlife and UVI have 
given lectures and demonstrations in class.given lectures and demonstrations in class.



We explore St. Thomas learning how We explore St. Thomas learning how 
others are protecting our environmentothers are protecting our environment



We take trips off Island to learn from We take trips off Island to learn from 
Scientists Scientists 

Earth Day 2004 at the Botanical 
Gardens in St. Croix

2003 V.I. Nonpoint Source Pollution 
Conference in St. John



A visit to the NOAA Research 
Ship the Nancy Foster in St. Croix 
taught Rangers about sea floor 
mapping, and identification of 
the types of organisms on the 

coral reef.

Each year students learn how  
recycling of glass, & paper will 

reduce NPS pollution which affects 
the reef

Maho Bay workshop in St. John



Information is gathered on the benefits of Alternative Information is gathered on the benefits of Alternative 
energy & waste water recycling, and how it can energy & waste water recycling, and how it can 

benefit the health of our ecosystemsbenefit the health of our ecosystems..

Constructed wet land to recycle waste waterAlternative sources of energy



Our studies also include observations of how Our studies also include observations of how 
development affects the coast. development affects the coast. 



As we learn, we also  teachAs we learn, we also  teach



We have learned that ecosystems work We have learned that ecosystems work 
together.together.
What we do on land greatly affects the What we do on land greatly affects the 
ocean.ocean.



Thus, we promote agriculture as a Thus, we promote agriculture as a 
solution tosolution to

Global warming, air pollution, erosion and sediment run 
off



To insure that V.I. coral reefs continue to  To insure that V.I. coral reefs continue to  
provide a  habitat and shelter for a variety of provide a  habitat and shelter for a variety of 

marine animals.marine animals.

We monitor causes of  We monitor causes of  
NonNon--Point Source Point Source 
Pollution, to ensure our Pollution, to ensure our 
reefs donreefs don’’t end up like t end up like 
this reef.this reef.



We are monitoring Coral Reefs such as this one on We are monitoring Coral Reefs such as this one on 
Tutu BayTutu Bay

To help them recover from sediment run off, we have To help them recover from sediment run off, we have 
planted ground cover.planted ground cover.



By cleaning up the beaches we By cleaning up the beaches we 
protect the coral reef from NPSprotect the coral reef from NPS

Thus, they can provide a place for us to Thus, they can provide a place for us to 
have fun in a natural ecosystemhave fun in a natural ecosystem..



We monitor NPS on the shore and under the sea



Mandahl Bay Mandahl Bay ““Salt PondSalt Pond”” and and 
BeachBeach

This Mangrove lagoon is one of our special areas This Mangrove lagoon is one of our special areas 
of interest and study.of interest and study.
It is one of the last pristine spots in St. Thomas.It is one of the last pristine spots in St. Thomas.



Our study in this area has shown Our study in this area has shown 
how well ecosystems work how well ecosystems work 

togethertogether. . 

Coral reefs help protect Mangroves from Coral reefs help protect Mangroves from 
rough waves, and Mangroves protect the rough waves, and Mangroves protect the 
reef from sediment runoff.reef from sediment runoff.



Rangers have made observations for several years to Rangers have made observations for several years to 
monitor changes in the ecosystem which will affect the monitor changes in the ecosystem which will affect the 

health of the coral reefhealth of the coral reef

Tides change & mangrove growth

Effects of NPS on the coral reef



WE WILL CONTINUE TO WORK HARD WE WILL CONTINUE TO WORK HARD 
TO PROTECT THIS AREA OF TO PROTECT THIS AREA OF 

PARTICULAR CONCERNPARTICULAR CONCERN

Study, Monitoring, clean up, education,& fun



As an activist group we also protest and encourage As an activist group we also protest and encourage 
Government Officials to protect the environment for Government Officials to protect the environment for 

future generations.future generations.



We congratulate others when they work to protect We congratulate others when they work to protect 
our environmentour environment

Our 2005 Earth Day  Our 2005 Earth Day  
Awards went to Andrea Awards went to Andrea 
King & Senator P. Hill King & Senator P. Hill 

Our 2006 Earth Day Our 2006 Earth Day 
Award went to Helen Award went to Helen 
Gjessing for over 30 Gjessing for over 30 
years of teaching about years of teaching about 
and fighting for the and fighting for the 
environment.environment.



Thank you for all helping to protect Thank you for all helping to protect 
and preserve our environment!and preserve our environment!



In order to put into practice what we have learned, the In order to put into practice what we have learned, the 
Environmental Rangers are helping to establishing an Environmental Rangers are helping to establishing an 

EcoEco--campground.campground.



Is providing a place for youth to 
have fun and learn about 
protecting the environment at th
same time.



These were just  a few ways in which the These were just  a few ways in which the 
Environmental Rangers show their concern Environmental Rangers show their concern 

for the health of the coral reeffor the health of the coral reef. . 



Now wonNow won’’t you join the t you join the 



STUDENTS MAKING A STUDENTS MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE FOR THE DIFFERENCE FOR THE 

HEALTH OF THE CORAL HEALTH OF THE CORAL 
REEFS IN THE VIRGIN REEFS IN THE VIRGIN 

ISLANDSISLANDS



Thank you for your time and support 

Please stop by our display and sign our 
petitions to help protect our sensitive 

ecosystems.



Environmental Ranger Activities Environmental Ranger Activities 
IncludeInclude

Educating ourselves and others about the Educating ourselves and others about the 
coral reefs & other sensitive ecosystemscoral reefs & other sensitive ecosystems
School, Community, & Beach, cleanSchool, Community, & Beach, clean--ups, ups, 
study, and monitoring study, and monitoring 
Participating in Environmental & Cultural Participating in Environmental & Cultural 
FairsFairs
Conducting workshops and Award Conducting workshops and Award 
programs for adults who are helping to programs for adults who are helping to 
preserve a heritage for us.preserve a heritage for us.



We take part in community discussions We take part in community discussions 
and protest to ensure the protection of our and protest to ensure the protection of our 
ecosystemsecosystems
We practice environmental safety We practice environmental safety 
techniquestechniques
We are establishing an ecoWe are establishing an eco--camp to camp to 
demonstrate healthy environmental demonstrate healthy environmental 
practices, and Ecopractices, and Eco--tourism.tourism.





You have seen why our You have seen why our 
environment and coral reefs are environment and coral reefs are 
important to us.important to us.
Now what are you going to do?Now what are you going to do?





THE ENVIRONMENTAL RANGERSTHE ENVIRONMENTAL RANGERS

ARE YOUTH ARE YOUTH 
LEARNING HOW LEARNING HOW 

TO PROTECT TO PROTECT 
AND PRESERVE AND PRESERVE 

OUR OUR 
ENVIRONMENTENVIRONMENT
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